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69.    These  concessions  are  a justice due to  the  President  and  to  the
gentlemen to whom they are made; but it must be a long course of decent
deportment, diligence and fidelity, that can restore these young servants to
our good opinion ; let them know that until they have learned to obey, they
are not fit to be trusted with power; and that unless we have some very con-
vincing proof of their good behaviour, they shall be kept back in the service,
and never suffered to rise until they are worthy.
70.    We hereby direct that upon receipt of this letter, Mr. Hugh Watts
be dismissed from the Company's service and sent to England by one of the
first conveyances  that  offer,  for  reasons  given  in  our  letter  to  the  Select
Committee of this date, unless you may judge It necessary to indulge him with
liberty to continue in Bengal: to settle his private affairs, not exceeding twelve
months, and that only on condition he behaves to your satisfaction.
71.    We have filed a bill against Mr. John Johnstone in the Court of
Chancery, to make him account to the Company, for the money he received
from the present Nabob on his succeeding to the subahship on the decease of
his father, Mir Jaffier, contrary to and in breach of the most express orders
of the Company, and we intend to proceed in the same manner against all
the other servants of the Company, who have been confederates with him or
are concerned in the like offence.3   We shall not stop here, the instances in
Mr.   Johnstone   and   others   applying   part   of   the   revenues   of   Burdwan,
Midnapoor and Jellasore during their residence at those places to their own
private emolument, to the great prejudice of the Company, do not escape our
notice ; for these and all other frauds, we shall use all legal endeavours to
bring the offenders to justice, and we hope by these means we shall put an
entire stop to that venality and corruption which has been of late so prevalent
in almost every rank of our servants.
72.    We shall expect and accordingly direct that you furnish us with all
the evidence, and in the most authentick manner you can, not only with respect
to the wrong the Company has sustained as beforementioned in their revenues,
but also to every other fraud that conies, or shall come to your knowledge,
73.    The   Company's   great   acquisitions   in   Bengal   and   the   immense
fortunes acquired with such rapidity by their servants and others are objects
of so striking a nature that they could not fail of attracting general observation,
and accordingly we have some time since been apprized by His Majesty's
ministers that the consideration of East India affairs would in all likelihood
come before Parliament; we are preparing the necessary informations, that
we may be ready to give the best satisfaction wre can, with respect to the situa-
tion of the Company's affairs., but what such enquiries may be, and the issue
of them, cannot possibly be foreseen by us, we can therefore at present only
make this remark, that it is incumbent on every member of the Company and
every servant belonging to them, to evince, that fidelity and attention to the
true interest of the Company will be the governing motives of their conduct.
74.    In our letter to the Select Committee under date of the 17th May last,
paragraph 39, we gave them to understand that you might expect to receive
by this conveyance our directions with respect to a plan for the encouragement
of our servants; for many weighty reasons, we are under the necessity of
deferring the same to a following dispatch of this season ; among others the